
READINESS and the DRIVE CYCLE
“Not Ready” failure results may occur if you’ve recently had repairs done and the vehicle’s 
battery was disconnected, or the MIL (check engine light) was turned off using a scan tool. The 
purpose of “readiness” monitors is to self-test the vehicle’s emission systems. Readiness 
monitors are self-check routines that observe performance of specific vehicle emissions control 
systems. The output test information from the vehicle’s computer determines whether it has 
completed all required tests while the vehicle is driven (”drive cycle”). A monitor that reflects 
“Ready” status means that the OBD-II computer has checked that emissions control system 
component and the test has been completed. A monitor that reflects “Not Ready” status means 
the OBD-II system has not completed its checks of that emissions control system component. 
Performing OBD drive cycles after repairs allows your vehicle to run its on-board diagnostics, 
which in turn permits monitors to conclude testing and reset or detect malfunctions. Drive 
cycles will vary by vehicle make & model and should be completed before inspection.
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Questions? Call 888.NJMOTOR (888.656.6867)


